
51March 2011

Mirko Siakkou-Flodin will be taking part 

in the forthcoming EcoArt festival in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, USA. He was invited 

to help a school class build a scrap tyre/

electronic waste sculpture and the result 

will be presented at the event. The artist 

explains: ‘I am not a teacher but once a 

year this kind of project comes my way. 

The two-metre-tall Dung Beetle sculp-

ture can be driven around, and it looks 

like he is able to collect all the trash.’ The 

scrap art project is sponsored by a local 

recycling firm.

The EcoArt festival will be held on April 

16 in conjunction with Earth Week 2011 

and will feature a range of environment-

oriented artists and cultural events.
www.mscr.info

  

‘I am like a sailor who’s going through scrap yards, 
fishing out the right pieces I can use for my work.’ So 
says sculptor Mirko Siakkou-Flodin – maybe one of the 
world’s best-known artists adopting scrap as his medium. 
Even as a teenager, he was using recyclables to create his 
works of art which, 20 years later, are sold around the 
globe and can be seen in galleries, on street boulevards, 
in commercial buildings and in private collections.
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Mr Siakkou-Flodin’s preferred 
strategy is to let an objet d’art 

be absorbed into its natural environ-
ment. ‘That’s why I cannot be in a 
scrap yard just picking out nice pieces 
to make something,’ he explains. ‘It’s 
the other way around; I start with an 
idea, a plan - and I will look for the 
right metal pieces in the yard.’ 
His work cannot be pigeon-holed as 
‘abstract’ or ‘natural’ given that his 
portfolio boasts a great amount of 
variety. However, the observer will find 
many natural elements in his work, 
such as his series of highly-realistic 
animals made out of rubber tyres, a 

good example of which stands in front 
of the famous Jumeirah Beach hotel in 
Dubai. And for a local Mercedes dealer 
in Germany, he has created a metal 
scorpion built from vehicle remnants.
‘You cannot say randomly: this is Mo 
[Mirko],’ says Mr Siakkou-Flodin. He 
doesn’t approve when art critics sug-
gest an artist needs to find his own 
style and signature. ‘I don’t like that; I 
want to be free,’ he declares.

Environmental mindset
Mr Siakkou-Flodin - who was born to 
a Greek mother and a German father 
- has a truly environmental mindset; his 

objects do not waste away but are built 
to last for unlimited periods.
The artist likes to travel from his studio 
base in Zussdorf, Southern Germany, in 
order to promote his art across a variety 
of cultures, but he is also selective about 
the places where his objects end up, 
sometimes opting to bypass a country or 
region not open to people who think in 
a different way. ‘I started travelling 
through Europe very early - at that time, 
working everywhere without a workshop. 
You can say I am internationally recog-
nised; however, locally I am just starting.’ 
Mr Siakkou-Flodin does not shut him-
self away in his workshop but prefers 

instead to bring people together and 
to meet others. Indeed, he has often 
worked with other artists and also with 
less experienced creative individuals 
such as through school classes. In a 
project in Dubai, he opted to work on 
site. ‘People are passing by and getting 
involved in the process of art-making 
- usually people don’t see that,’ he 
says. ‘Something they consider as 
“waste” actually gets a value.’ 
One of his goals is to make objects not 
only visible but also ‘touchable’ such 
that the public can appreciate the mate-
rial from which the artwork is made. 
http://www.mo-metalart.de/

A horse sculpture made of tyres, 
standing in front of the Jumeirah 
Beach hotel in Dubai.

Clockwise: ‘Chess-table’. a bird wind 
chime, Mirko in his workshop, a 
rubber cobra and a school project  
in Germany.


